ADAM DJOK! ADAM BAR?
and chins, at the same time uttering some formula in a low
voice.*
Peter, who tried always to speak for both of us, had made
great progress in the Turki language. Here he gathered that
we were only four days' march from Cherchen and that things
were peaceful. The aksakal ("elder or ancient") of Bash
Malghun had just gone to Cherchen, because of the military
authorities having commandeered the camels. It seemed as
though these people did not like their Tungan masters, but
the Turkis had no desire to expound their views and passed
quickly on to other subjects* There were "Engleesh" at
Cherchen. They even had an aksakal there, j He was not,
of course, an Englishman. But we should be in luck if he
proved to be able to speak English. He was a British subject
from India and would be able to help us if there were any
trouble. It was the best news we could have received.
We decided that we should have a guide and some donkeys
to take us to our aksakal.
Small Shopkeeping.
We took advantage of a day's rest at Bash Malghun to get
rid of everything we could do without between there and
Cherchen, So I made a counter by turning our cases upside
down, and in exchange for rice, a lamb, sheep's fat and
actually a little compressed gold-dust, we traded matches,
soap, thread, old saucepans, empty tins and bottles—bottles
were considered more valuable out there than anyone in
Europe can conceive—pepper, cotton, bags of horsehair,
horseshoes and coarse nails. I was also able to give some
sweets to the children and ointments to the sick.
* I had seen this salutation practised as far away as the shores of the
Aral Sea.
f Literally aksakdl means "white beard/1 which is to say "chiei" At the
head of every viDage there is an aksakal who is elected by the aksakals of the
trade guilds. Similarly foreigners in the country had an aksakal, who, to
defend their interests, was invested with consular authority.
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